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Steps toward excellence: Students lead Legacy Walk

Men of Excellence, an organization that focuses on the uplifting and improvement of minority male students on campus,
hosted its annual Legacy Walk
Tuesday afternoon.
The Legacy Walk led students
to a variety of sites on university grounds in relation to the enrollment of James Meredith in
1962, the first African-American
student to attend the University
of Mississippi.
Rashad Collier led the walk
this year.
President Terrance Johnson
said it is still important to recognize those who have laid such a

solid foundation for them today.
“James Meredith is a part of
black history, U.S. history and
national history,” Johnson said.
“He is the epitome of excellence.
Therefore it would only make
sense to reflect on his courageous acts in an effort to provide
a guide for us all to do the same.”
Johnson said he sees the organization as a place of belonging
and personal improvement.
Terrance said Men of Excellence is constantly working to
improve and cultivate its members through workshops, community service, study hall and an
in-house mentorship program.
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SPECIAL TO THE DM

Business competition returns, offers winner $10,000
ALEXANDRA MOORE
CARLY OWEN
The Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship
is sponsoring its annual Gillespie Business Plan
Competition this semester
to give students a professional experience similar to
the popular TV show “Shark
Tank.”
This
competition
allows student participants
to create a business plan
and pitch it to potential
investors. The idea judged
to have the most poten-

tial for success will receive
$10,000, a free year of office space at Insight Park’s
Innovation Hub and a limited amount of free legal
assistance to get its startup
running. Additionally, the
first-place student or team
will win two iPad Pros.
The business plan awarded second place will receive
$5,000, and third place will
receive $2,500.
Last year’s winners, Sara
Kiparizoska and William
Ault, founded a smartphone app called “Nimble
Fashion”—later
changed
to “Curtsy”— which allows
users to rent dresses to or

from other students at their
school, similarly to “Rent
the Runway.” Kiparizoska
said she left the company
to pursue a medical degree,
but Ault still runs Curtsy.
“The biggest thing for
people trying to participate
is to just go out there and
validate your idea,” Ault
said. “You can’t argue with
results.”
Ault
participated
in
Gillespie the last four years.
He said he pitched Curtsy
the last two times, and at
first the app idea he had did
not even place. His advice
to future participants is to
have a firm belief in their

ideas and believe in trial
and error.
Alicia Hydeman is the creator and founder of clothing
label LuLu Jax. Hydeman
was the grand prize winner
of Venture Launch, a similar but smaller business
plan competition. This win
guarantees her a spot in the
semifinals of the Gillespie
competition.
“I’m
super
excited,”
Hydeman said. “I’ve made
appointments to meet with
Mr. James Carden in the
SBDC (Small Business Development Center) and Owens Alexander in the CIE
for them to consult me,

help me revise and prepare
my presentation for this
round coming up.”
The deadline to enter the
competition is Sunday, Feb.
19, at midnight. CIE said
there are usually about 40
applicants from whom that
a panel of business school
judges picks 16 semifinalists. After the semifinal
competition, six or seven finalists prepare a 12-20 page
formal business plan to be
submitted to a final panel of
judges a few days before the
competitors give their final
presentations.

SEE GILLESPIE PAGE 3
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COLUMN

Why have an opinion section in a newspaper?

JAMES HALBROOK

thedmopinion@gmail.com

We all know the quote,
“Opinions are like...elbows.
Everyone has one, and they’re
all flexible.” Maybe that is not
in everyone’s vernacular, but
opinions are important.
We all have them, and they
are ours, and we value them–

just like our elbows. Having
said that, it is important to
realize that others have their
own opinions and that it is
imperative to respect each
other’s opinions, even though
we may not agree with them.
A lot of my good friends and
I are on very different sides
of the political spectrum,
and I think it is important
for personal growth and the
maintenance of our opinions
to hear the thoughts of others,
especially those with differing
opinions.
It is crucial to develop
that sort of empathy, to hear
someone’s opinion and be
able to identify with it and
understand how he or she
would come to that opinion.
This definitely leads to a more
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well-rounded worldview and
allows us to better connect
with other people.
Just last summer, I was
with a few of my roommate’s
friends discussing politics,
and one guy said, “It’s
interesting because we all
spend time with people
we’re so alike, so we become
radicalized in our own views.”
This really resonated with
me, and hearing those words
at that point in the night
was prophetic. I was blown
away. He was so right, and
this wisdom really blindsided
me. Ever since then, I have
really tried to associate and
converse with people whom
I usually wouldn’t. Turns
out psychology has its own
name for this principle:

James Halbrook is
a sophomore chemical
engineering major from
Brandon.
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for students to foster dialogue
that can benefit the entire
campus community.
Those newspapers’ readers
are mostly students, and
because of that, they are in a
prime position in students’
lives to teach the benefits of
hearing other people out.
That one night really served
to show me two things. One,
it is imperative to listen to
others and empathize. Two,
you never know when you’re
going to get a dose of wisdom,
so keep an ear open.
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confirmation bias.
From that and other
conversations, I have learned
the
difference
between
hearing and listening, and
I feel that has made a lot
of difference in everyday
conversation. Instead of
thinking about what to say
next, it is best to focus on
what someone is saying
and to actually listen to
someone. People notice. I
think the importance of a
good conversation is really
underrated.
That
is
why
school
newspapers like The Daily
Mississippian have opinion
sections. They are not there
to be a doormat for anger or
ranting about trivial subjects;
they should be opportunities
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Assistant Dean, Student
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Study Abroad fair promotes
opportunities for students
both on campus and overseas
KIARA MANNING

thedmnews@gmail.com

The university’s annual
Study Abroad fair opened
today in the Martindale
lobby. The fair runs today
and Thursday and will offer
students information about
Study Abroad programs,
as well as other faculty-led
courses and exchanges.
The Study Abroad program is designed to provide students with a new
perspective on their major
and coursework, engage
students with research projects and expose students to
academic content that they
can’t get at Ole Miss, among
other things.
International student adviser Molly Fryman said she
will be at the fair both days
to help students and support her colleagues.
Fryman works to situate
incoming international students on campus. She said
many of her international
students come from schools
that are promoting their
Study Abroad programs at

the fair.
“Wednesday from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., we will have all our
faculty-led programs represented, and our exchange
students will be there to
represent their universities’
programs,” Fryman said.
Thursday’s fair will focus
on Study Abroad’s affiliate providers. Fryman said
these companies run Study
Abroad programs around
the globe and have broader
offerings than faculty-led
programs.
“All of our programs are
credit-bearing, so they’re
usually tied to a university,”
she said. “The company just
usually facilitates the process.”
Study Abroad’s shortterm programs are more
popular than the longer
terms they offer, but the
Study Abroad department
said it has seen an increase
in students signing up for
longer terms.

Senior English major
Maeve
Hanrahan
said
studying abroad for a few
months can be a key part of
a student’s education.
“I feel like Study Abroad is
really beneficial to students,
especially students learning
a second language, and on
top of that, it makes them
more cultured to the rest of
the world. I think that’s very
important,” Hanrahan said.
Students interested in international education who
do not want to study abroad
themselves can apply to be
ambassadors for incoming
foreign students, Fryman
said.
“We have a global ambassador program, which is like
a peer mentorship program,
and those apps for the fall
semester will actually start
in March,” she said.
Students can find ambassador requirements and an
application online through
Study Abroad’s website.

COURTESY: OLE MISS COMMUNICATIONS

Members of Curtsy pose for a photo in front of the office space the team won as
part of their prize for placing first in the competition last year.

GILLESPIE

continued from page 1
This year, the final round
of Gillespie will be held at 1
p.m. April 7 in The Pavilion
in the Courtside Club.
Owens F. Alexander Jr.,
an adjunct instructor of
management at CIE, advises students throughout
the competition. He said he
helps contestants better develop their business plans
for presenting.
“It’s a great learning experience,” Owens said. “It’s
fun. It’s no cost. It’s no obligation. We will do a lot of
coaching and advising to
help them along.”
The winning team does

not receive the money unconditionally, however.
In the past, the students
with the winning idea received the money through
their student bursar accounts. This year, the winners must create a limited liability company, and
a check with the first half
of the prize money will be
written to that company.
Ninety days later, the rest of
the money will be awarded
if the winners meet certain
requirements by the CIE.
These requirements have
not yet been finalized.
This article was contributed to The Daily Mississippian from an advanced
reporting class.

Today’s
Hottest

&

Latest
Music

33676

NewsWatch

Monday - Friday 5 pm Channel 99

The 30-minute show is the ONLY LOCAL television newscast generating
news directly to and for Ole Miss, Oxford, and Lafayette County.
Rebroadcast at 10 pm
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Feed The Hunger
Pack-a-Thon 2017

Friday, February 17th 6:30-8:30 p.m. &
Saturday, February 18th 9-11 a.m., 12-2 p.m. and 3-5 p.m.
Oxford Intermediate School
501 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.
Oxford, MS 38655
To sign up for a shift or for more information,
email OleMissFTH@gmail.com
33605
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Q&A: And The Echo releases second album
SAM COX

smcox2@go.olemiss.edu

Since March 2014, And
The Echo–a synth-pop duo
out of Oxford consisting of
Morgan Pennington and
Winn McElroy–has been
churning out visionary,
imaginative works of art.
Now the group is getting
ready to release its second
album “Album II” this Valentine’s Day.
“Album II” is a simple
name for such a complex
album. From the moment
it begins with the ethereal-sounding “The Blind
Ones” all the way to its resounding end track, “Alien,”
it’s obvious And The Echo
has perfected its sound and
is ready to make a name for
itself. Reminiscent of artists
like Purity Ring and Phantogram, And The Echo stays
true to the beauty of synthpop while bringing its own
intricate and unique talents
to the table. It’s a dreamy
and dazzling experience in
every aspect. “Album II”
will probably make its way
into people’s spring break
and summer 2017 playlists.
I had the opportunity to
sit down and ask the And
The Echo members a few
questions about their new
album before their release
show at Proud Larry’s with
Bl@ck Ste(a)l and Pi$tol
Whip on the night of Valentine’s Day.
The DM: What would
you say was the main inspiration behind the new album? What drove you to get
started and complete it?
Morgan: I think one of
the main inspirations for
this album was just to showcase progress and growth.
This album was a product
of us saying, “Let’s really sit
down and write.” This album and these songs came
at a time when we were
ready to show how far we
have come musically, stylistically, vocally, etc. We are
really proud of these songs.
Winn: We definitely took
a more minimalist approach
to the new material. Some
of the songs inevitably ran a
high track count by the end,
but we wanted to make sure
to not clutter the songs with
superfluous or redundant
sounds or parts.
DM: And The Echo has
come a long way in the few
years that you have been
together. Has it blown your
expectations out of the water or are there still some
goals in mind you haven’t
reached yet?
Morgan: It has absolutely blown my expectations out of the water. If you
would have told me a few
years ago that I was going

to be in a synth-pop band, I
would have laughed in your
face! I can’t believe we have
put out two albums now and
that I get to play music for
people and they like it. As
for goals, I think we both
are the kind of people who
will never be satisfied with
just reaching for one goal.
When we achieve one, we
already have another on our
horizon.
DM: Are there any tracks
in particular that you consider your favorites?
Morgan: I think my favorite on this album is
called “Breathe.” It came
about literally 24 hours before our deadline. I love the
groove of it.
Winn: “Breathe” is my
favorite also. However, “I
Am” is a close second.
DM: How has being a
part of And The Echo and
the music scene around Oxford helped shape you as a
person?
Winn: I think for me,
personally, it’s been interesting to see the evolution
of the Oxford music scene
over the years. Stylistically,
things change, but the passion that the musicians and
artist have in this community is mind-blowing. It keeps
us humble and encourages
us to work harder.
DM: Looking back now,
what would be some advice
that you wish you had received as an up-and-coming
artist in Mississippi?
Morgan: To be honest, I
think the main piece of advice is to “love what you are
doing.” You have to really
want it. You have to love
your craft. There will be
long days, sleepless nights,
tears, anxiety, pressure and
weeks of eating ramen noodles. You have to love the

COURTESY: AND THE ECHO

beautiful work you are doing to put up with some of
the ugly that will try to stop
you from doing it.
Winn: Work hard and
don’t compare your art to
anyone else’s. Stick to your
guns and gut instinct. Just
because you’re doing something different, it doesn’t
mean that there isn’t a niche
to be filled.
DM: What can we expect
from And The Echo in the
future, especially after getting this new album under
your belt(s)?
Winn: Touring is a top
priority. We’ll hit the studio
again at the end of the summer, and you can expect another album in the fall.
Album “II” was released
Valentines day, and you can
find it on Spotify, iTunes or
And The Echo’s website.

HAPPY HOUR

MONDAY – FRIDAY, 4-7PM

Includes discounted appetizers and drinks

SUNSET CONCERT
SERIES

EVERY WEDNESDAY,
STARTING JAN. 11 FROM 6-8PM
Live music from local musicians

662.234.3031
facebook.com/
graduatehotels

400 North Lamar Blvd.

instagram.com/
graduatehotels/
28756

33601

LIFESTYLES
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Oxford Film Festival and university collaborate

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000

The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in
advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when
school is in session except during the summer session which is Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classifieds

in the DM
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As long as war is regarded as wicked, it will always have its fascination.
When it is looked upon as vulgar, it will cease to be popular.
-- Oscar Wilde
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well.”
Arrivée, who himself has
had a successful career in film,
is the cinema director and associate professor of theater
arts at Ole Miss.
Many Ole Miss professors
have dedicated themselves
to the planning and production of this festival. Given the
opportunity, it appears as
though many students, as well
as faculty and alumni, have
jumped at the opportunity to
be involved. At least 11 out of
the 33 members of the official
Oxford Film Fest staff are directly connected with the University of Mississippi, as well
as at least three of the 12 board
directors.
This year’s community film

3
9
5
4
2

dedicated to film festival programming, is taught by none
other than the Oxford Film
Festival executive director
herself, Melanie Addington.
“We work closely with Alan
Arrivée, and with our Oxfilm
Society program, to help students rent camera equipment
through the year,” Addington
said. “Alan also helps us with
finding students to volunteer and does volunteering as

6

COURTESY: OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL

8

For the past 14 years, Oxford’s annual film festival has
drawn viewers in from near
and far. In addition to the
enthralling crowd of artistic
aficionados that the festival
brings to town, it also serves
as a platform on which our
very own Ole Miss students
and alumni might put their
talents to use. In fact, there
has been such an outpouring
of university involvement that
Oxford Film Fest has all but
lost count of the number of
volunteers and supporters of
this year’s festivities.
Naturally, the Ole Miss theater department has strong
ties with the festival. The
school encourages students to
get involved in everything the
Oxford cinematic community
has to offer. In fact, the Cinema 396 class, which is entirely

Presley will have her music
video for her original song
“Magic8” screened during the
music video block Saturday
at 1:30 p.m. Christina Huff, a
current University of Mississippi art student, will have the
distinct honor of having her
new film, “SWABS,” screened.
According to Oxford Film
Fest, “SWABS” is “a short experimental film that captures
the feeling of an existential,
macrocosm of the universe.”
It’ll be screening at at 1:15 p.m.
Friday at the Malco Commons
theater.

1

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

was directed by university
professor Rory Ledbetter. It’s
call “FireMax,” and it’s about
all the wacky and cool talents
people in Oxford have.
“There’s so many fun little
things people do in Oxford,
and we just came up with this
silly idea,” Addington said.
“It’s a very campy film about
superheros of Oxford. So
there’s Roundabout, who can
navigate the roundabouts on
Old Taylor. There’s Ajax, who
can shoot toothpicks into the
ceiling... It’s fun, it’s really just
fun.”
In addition to the film equipment and volunteer positions
made available to students,
the university is sponsoring
the event for the first time in
a few years, therefore enabling
the festival to give away 300
free tickets to students. This
year’s screening of of the 1997
romantic comedy “Chasing
Amy” and corresponding panel with director Kevin Smith
will be held this Saturday at
the Gertrude C. Ford center
on campus, making it easily
accessible to all students.
Some students have even
earned themselves a coveted spot in the festival line up.
Senior integrated marketing
communications major Alex

Sudoku #8
3 9 2 1 8 5 6 4
8 7 1 6 9 4 2 5
4 5 6 7 2 3 8 1
2 3 9 4 7 8 1 6
5 6 8 9 1 2 7 3
7 1 4 3 5 6 9 8
9 2 3 8 4 1 5 7
6 8 7 5 3 9 4 2
1 4 5 2 6 7 3 9
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SPORTS

Diamond Rebels will have new but versatile outfield
ETHAN WRIGHT

thedmsports@gmail.com

The lineup is officially set
for Ole Miss’ season opener
against East Carolina Friday,
and there are some new faces
in the outfield. Among the trio
of starters this weekend playing in the outfield, not a single
one of them has started at his
current position for Ole Miss
in the past.
Starting in left field, true
freshman Thomas Dillard will
shed his catcher’s gear and
attempt to make a smooth
transition across the diamond.
Dillard, the No. 72 incoming
freshman in the nation and
Mississippi’s top catching
prospect, according to Perfect
Game, is making the move to
outfield as a means of getting
his powerful bat into the lineup. The 215-pound power-hitter has the perfect build for behind the plate, but head coach
Mike Bianco and Dillard’s
teammates all ensure the true
freshman’s natural athleticism
and adaptability will allow him
to thrive at his new position.
“Thomas is a great athlete,
as well,” Bianco said. “He runs
a 6.7-6.8 60-yard dash, and he
has a really good arm, and his
bat is so good that we have to

find a way to get him on the
field. Fortunately for us, even
though we have that catching
depth, Thomas is such a good
athlete that we can find another spot for him. It’s not that
he’s not going to catch, but being able to do that like a Bryce
Harper and some other guys
being able to get that bat in
the lineup quicker and not fill
up that DH spot, where guys
like that usually move to DH,
you’re cutting yourself short at
another position, so he really
helps the team.”
Dillard, a switch-hitter who
throws right, has proven his
ability to hit with big-time
power on either side of the
plate. He also has good speed
for his size, running a 6.7 60yard dash, and possesses the
ability to move around on the
depth chart if needed.
In center field will be the
only starter to have actually started more than once in
the outfield, Ryan Olenek.
He started 36 games in right
field and seven in left field as
a true freshman last year and
will make the move to center,
replacing J.B. Woodman. The
transition from corner outfielder to center fielder has its
fair share of difficulties, but
Olenek has both the skills and
experience to make the jump,

one that should be much
smaller compared to his
fellow outfielders.
Olenek, who stands at 6
feet 5 inches, is considered
one of the best athletes on
the team and has a feel
around the diamond and at
the plate. His powerful arm
and natural touch should
make him a threat to opposing teams on both sides
of the ball and allow him
to improve on his already
impressive freshman year
numbers.
Making the transition to
right field will be junior Will
Golsan, who is now learning his third position in as
many years. Golsan made
32 starts at second base as
a true freshman and 60 as a
PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS
sophomore last year at first Will Golsan rounds first after a two RBI double in the second inning against Arkansas
base. The once-infielder ad- last season.
mitted he had never played
major reasons why Bianco be- the ball to succeed at yet anin the outfield before this fall lieves the move will be a suc- other position for Bianco and
but was more than ready for cess.
the Rebels. Golsan said he’s
the chance to help his team.
“The greatest compliment talked back-and-forth with To“Whatever I need to do to I can give to Will is that he’s ronto Blue Jays second-round
contribute to the team, what- never complained. Every time pick Woodman about learning
ever I need to do, I’ll do it,” I’ve approached him with the to play the outfield.
Golsan said. “It’s just whatever subject of going from short to
The starting lineup for Frithe coach needs you to do. You second, from second to first day’s match against East Carogo out there and play hard and and from first to the outfield, lina will see an almost entirely
play well and just do whatever he’s never batted an eye,” Bi- new outfield, but it will be one
you can do to win the game.”
anco said.
that is athletic and versatile, as
Golsan’s versatility and
Golsan should be able to use well.
team-first attitude are both his speed and innate feel for
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